The secondary metabolites of the stony corals so far investigated are few but diverse.
and 3.66 (Jϭ5.5 Hz) were similar to those for the H-2Ј and H-1Ј protons in montiporyne H (3). The FAB-MS showed the [MϩNa] ϩ ion at m/z 271, and thus the molecular formula was deduced to be C 16 H 24 O 2 , which showed that compound 4 was a higher-mass analogue of montiporyne H (3, C 14 H 20 O 2 ). 1) Thus the structure was assigned as 2-O-(13-tetradecene-2,4-diynyl)-1,2-ethanediol.
Compound 6 was a b-hydroxy ketone derivative similar to montiporyne J (5, C 15 H 20 O 2 ).
1) Two doublets of doublets at d 2.78 (Jϭ16.5, 5.5 Hz) and 2.86 (Jϭ16.5, 8.0 Hz) were due to H-3 protons, while the H-4 proton resonated as a doublet of doublets at d 4.78 (Jϭ8.0, 5.5 Hz). Signals corresponding to an a-acetylenic methylene and a monosubstituted olefin were also observed. The FAB-MS showed an [MϩNa] ϩ ion at m/z 269, which corresponded to the molecular formula C 16 H 22 O 2 Na. Thus the structure was elucidated to be 4-hydroxy-15-hexadecene-5,7-diyne-2-one. The stereochemistry at C-4 remains to be determined.
The isolated compounds were tested against a small panel of human cancer cell lines and the results are shown in Table  1 . The compounds showed an structure-activity relationship (SAR) profile similar to their earlier reported congeners. 1) Methyl montiporate C (1) was active only against a skin cancer cell line. Compound 4 was moderately active, while 6, with b-hydroxy ketone functionality, exhibited more potent cytotoxicity.
Experimental
General NMR spectra were recorded on a Varian INOVA 500 spectrometer. Chemical shifts were reported in reference to the respective residual solvent peaks (d H 3.3 and d C 49.0 for CD 3 OD). LR-FAB-MS data were obtained using a JEOL JMS-HX110/110A. HPLC was performed on a Gilson 370 pump with a YMC ODS-H80 (250ϫ10 mm i.d., S-4 mm, 80 Å) column using a Shodex RI-71 detector.
Animal Material The animals were collected by hand using scuba gear at a depth of 8 m in November 1996, along the shore of Mundo, Cheju Is- land, Korea, and were described in a previous report.
2) A voucher specimen was deposited in the Natural History Museum, Ewha Womans University (voucher no. EWUA. Ant. 961104).
Extraction and Isolation The frozen coral (2.5 kg, wet wt.) was extracted with MeOH at room temperature. Guided by the brine shrimp lethality assay, 5) the MeOH extract was partitioned between H 2 O and EtOAc. The EtOAc layer was further partitioned between H 2 O and CHCl 3 to afford 8.8 g of the CHCl 3 layer (LD 50 30-86 mg/ml) which was subjected to a reversephase medium pressure liquid chromatography (MPLC) (YMC gel ODS-A, 60 Å 500/400 mesh) eluted with a step gradient solvent system of 25→0% H 2 O/MeOH to obtain 14 fractions (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) . Fraction 3 (3.1 g) was very active in the brine shrimp test and was further separated into 26 fractions on a reverse-phase MPLC (YMC gel ODS-A, 60 Å, 500/400 mesh), eluted with a step gradient solvent system of 20→0% H 2 O/MeOH. Sub fraction 3-18 was repeatedly chromatographed on HPLC (YMC ODS-H80, 250ϫ10 mm i.d., S-4 mm, 80 Å) eluted with 90% MeOH/H 2 O to yield compound 1 (1 mg). Compound 4 (0.6 mg) was purified from subfraction 3-21 using 90% MeOH/H 2 O on the same column. Compound 6 (0.8 mg) was purified from sub fraction 3-11 using the same column with 80% MeOH/H 2 O as the mobile phase.
Methyl Montiporate C (1): Light yellow oil. UV (MeOH) l max nm (log e): 286 (3.40), 226 (3.76). IR (film) n max cm Ϫ1 : 3376, 2927, 2856, 1716, 1071. 
